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EDITORIAL 

In r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  p r e s s u r e s  on a l l  a s p e c t s  of 

t h e  drug i n d u s t r y  have i n c r e a s e d  no t i ceab ly .  The 

i s sues  range from t h e  c o s t  of  drugs t o  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h ,  development, 

manufacture,  and q u a l i t y  assurance.  

Our working environment h a s  changed and w i l l  

con t inue  t o  be changed by t h e s e  p r e s s u r e s .  F o r c e s  

are a t  work t h a t  w i l l  a f f e c t  drug r e s e a r c h  and 

development f o r  t h e  nex t  decade and beyond. Hany 

of t h o s e  persona s e e k i n g  change a r e  pharmacis ts .  

In a d d i t i o n ,  consumer i s t s  and p o l i t i c i a n s  a r e  

becoming more a c t i v e  in demanding change. 

Those pe r sons  lobby ing  f o r  change a r e  p r e -  

s e n t i n g  s c i e n t i f i c  data  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  and t o  

p r a c t i t i o n e r s  both i n  and o u t  of  t h e  c o n t e x t  of 

t h e  o r i g i n a l  experiments.  H i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of 

s c i e n t i f i c  d a t a  have been d i s t r e s s i n g l y  f r e q u e n t  

i n  r e c e n t  years .  

For  example, p o l i t i c i a n s  and consumer i s t s  

knew t h a t  t hey  had " s u r e f i r e "  h e a d l i n e s  when they  
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ii EDITORIAL 

spoke of 100,000 deaths annually due to adverse 

reactions. However, a 1974 report by Medicine in 

the Public Interest, Inc. says that adverse drug 

reaction estimates of this magnitude are 

unreliable because of incomplete, unrepresentative, 

uncontrolled, and statistically deficient data. 

In spite of this, the 100,000 figure continues to 

be "fact" simply because it has been repeated so 

often, 

It is imperative that industrial and academic 

scientists become--and remain--knowledgeable about 

the "politics" of pharmacy. It is in this forum 

where often conclusions from data are being shaped 

to meet the needs of their users. 

More importantly, pharmaceutical scientists 

must insure--yes, demand--that data be generated 

and presented in a most objective manner. Each 

point that is made mast be supported by the best 

science we know how to practice. To allow other- 

vise is an abdication of our primary responsibility 

to society and to the health profeasions. 

James C. Boylan 
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